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The Chaplains Say Thank You!  #22 

Short Version  --  Mid-July 2019 to Mid-July 2020 

Congratulations from Ann (Tonita) Costello, Parish Community Coordinator, Ft. Jackson, SC (Home of the US 
Military Chaplaincy Training Program) 
I would love more rosaries--500 if you have them--and some Spanish materials along with English.  Fort Jackson brought 
in an entire added Brigade last year so our Catholic attendance has doubled.  God Bless you for your continued support 
for our mission of MREs For Their Souls.  .  . Soldiers are having mass virtually in small units so I have not passed out 
prayer packets.  I have been making packets for the future in the fall.  I could use more Spanish materials and 250 
rosaries.  The green and brown will be great. Our chapel is locked down!  Continue mailing to casa mia. God Bless you 
and thanks for all you do for me.  .  . 200,000 rosaries!  Wow!  What a remarkable goal reached.  Know that our 
soldiers are touched by your mission. God Bless, --Tonita  
 
Recorded Message & News from Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, CA 
Father Michael Booth has been asked to work from home for a while as the country continues to address the Covid-19 
issue. Please know that I am very happy to respond to your requests and I can be reached by either [phone or email]. 
Counseling can occur via phone /video. Praying that all people on this blue planet will emerge from this difficult time with a 
renewed mission to cooperate with another. [By phone, Fr. Michael confirmed he could still use 1000 rosaries a month as 
soon as lockdown ends.] --Fr. Michael A. Booth, S.T.L., LMFT, KHS. Catholic Priest & Board Licensed Marriage & Family 
Therapist, Catholic Ministries @ Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, CA 
 
Selected Email traffic from Fr. Jason C. Burchell LT, CHC, USN Battle Chaps CFAY, Serving Our Nation's 7th 
Fleet, Chapel of Hope, Yokosuka, Japan    
Your ministry is a very fruitful and powerful part of our Lord's ministry within the ranks of our bravest. For now, I think 300 
would work. We have ships come in and out of here, as well as submarines, and they come by the chapel every so often 
looking for rosaries. I would love to be able to stock them with such a powerful weapon.  Blue and gray, or black and 
grey...those would be the most popular here. We have mostly Navy, but also a small contingent of Marines. Maybe an 
equal number of each? (150/150)? Thank you again so much.  --Fr. Burchell  
 
Ladies, Bless you. You are the arms of Jesus in this endeavor, leading us to His mother. Yes, ships are leaving every few 
days and will be doing a turnaround, resupply and underway in the next few weeks for the 2019-20 Patrol season. Thanks 
for leaning forward on this.  We can always use more rosaries.  .  .  I am in the process of PCS'ing back to the states in 
the next couple of months. I will let the new chaplain know who to contact when he needs more rosaries. We are stocked 
up pretty good right now. They have been a blessing, and our community is truly appreciative. --Fr. Burchell    
 
Selected Emails over the year from CH (MAJ) Hermes G. Losbanes (aka “Fr. Andy”) 198th IN BDE Chaplain, 
Regimental Chapel, Fort Benning, GA.  Fr. Andy was redeployed earlier this month to God knows where. He is being 
replaced at Fort Benning by Fr. Dan Goulet, a friend of Fr. John Dietzenbach from the Archdiocese of Baltimore.  
On behalf of our Catholic Community here in Fort Benning, and especially the Soldiers who come through 30th AG and 
TEDFORD Chapels, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of you for taking time to send us special Ranger 
Rosaries. They are really reminders to us of the lives of Jesus and Mary. I believe that they are truly making a lot of 
difference in the lives of these young men and women who get hold of a Rosary and pray it. Those Soldiers who come 
through these two places where we hold Catholic Masses come from different units here in Fort Benning. Last Sunday 
alone, we served 903 Soldiers in one location. Just imagine how many of them got hold of a rosary and the guide that 
comes with it. I believe that the Blessed Mother truly protects us and intercedes for us to our Lord Jesus. She is truly a 
powerful help to us Soldiers.  Blessings to all of you. Fr. Andy 
 
I pray that the Blessed Mother continues to look after these our young Soldiers and their families. The world is very 
treacherous-the enemy really is trying to snatch these young souls from the sheepfold of Jesus. Our ultimate weapons of 
Rosary and the Eucharist are what we need. We need to constantly remind these young Soldiers of this truth. Continue to 
pray for us as we do for you. Thank you once again and God bless. To Jesus through Mary. Fr. Andy 
 
What a Blessed Day. I saw the video on the Rosary. This is a wonderful tool we can use to catechize these Soldiers on 
the truth about the Rosary. [We had sent him a copy of Fr. Donald Calloway’s DVD, The Rosary: Spiritual Sword of Our 
Lady.]  Our Lord calls us constantly to proclaim His message of salvation. The Blessed Mother is our powerful intercessor 
and bearer of this invitation to everyone to come to Jesus and live our lives in Him and through Him.  Jesus Christ, King of 
the Universe, pray for us.  Happy Thanksgiving!  Give my greetings to everyone. -- Fr. Andy 
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The Lord has plans for all of us; we just don't know what those are. We just have to discern more deeply and be ready 
when He calls or sends us. I might have failed to inform you that our numbers here in Fort Benning are growing. Every 
week there are new Soldiers coming in. And so we are out of rosaries. Do you think you can spare us a few thousand? 
We truly appreciate your ministry to our Soldiers. --Fr. Andy 
 
Grace and peace to you. Guess what? I walked into my apartment on post this evening and outside my door were waiting 
five boxes of Rosaries! [with 200-250 rosaries per box] .  .  . Happy Sunday. Another Eucharistic miracle. Received two 
more boxes yesterday. Very timely since we are actually running out of Rosaries again.  .  .  For the last three weeks, the 
attendance in our Masses for the trainees are 989, 987, 982. Give my thanks to the ladies and assure them of our prayers 
for all of you. --Fr. Andy  
 
In the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic, the training doesn't stop. We continue to form Soldiers into becoming more 
responsible, knowledgeable, accountable persons. But we also take care of their spiritual life. We try to instill in them that 
there shouldn't be any dichotomy between our life and our faith. The Holy Rosary helps us to be grounded in the life of 
Jesus with Mary our mother. Regards to the ladies who make the Rosary. The spirit behind it permeates the lives of our 
Soldiers and their families. --Fr. Andy 
 
Happy Easter to you! In terms of the movement restrictions, it applies to all installations. However, we still do receive 
trainees. Rosaries are still being distributed despite the restrictions. We stream live our Masses but we still have 
opportunities to meet with the Soldiers. If you have any for Ft. Benning, just send them our way. They’ll be taken care of.  
Thank you once again for this wonderful ministry.  Blessings. --Fr. Andy 
 
Peace.  We constantly grow in number and will continue to do so. That is why the 1000 Rosaries a week that we send out 
to our Soldiers is truly amazing. It’s a blessing to spread the message of `Jesus and Mary.  .  . We will continue to ask the 
Soldiers to include your intentions in their prayers especially when they pray the Holy Rosary.  .  . Yes, I will pass on the 
information to other chaplains. I will meet with other priests sometime this month and will make an announcement and put 
out your contact information. Have a blessed weekend and continue to pray for us as we do for you. Fr. Andy 
 
I tell the Soldiers all the time of the power of the Holy Rosary and encourage them to learn how to pray it and discipline 
themselves to be able to pray it daily.  .  . I can never thank the Lord and the Blessed Mother enough.  Indeed, we can't 
because the Lord has been giving us so many blessings every moment of our lives here on earth! I truly believe that 
they've protected me when I was deployed twice in Afghanistan and throughout all my travels - and the Holy Rosary was, 
and still is, my constant companion. -- Fr. Andy  
 
Selected Emails from CH (MAJ) David McGuire, Deputy Wing Chaplain. Ali Al Salem AB, Kuwait and CH (CPT) 
Adam Ahern at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait  (Also, see the photo album posted along with this document.) 
I am the Catholic priest at Ali al Salem Air Base, Kuwait. I arrived in July [2019], and I’ve given away one of my last few 
rosaries. I found out that there are no more in the storage closet.  Would you be able to send a box of rosaries to this 
base?  The previous ones you shipped to me had a variety of black beads and brown cord, and white beads with blue 
cord.  The black and brown combo would probably be the best.  .  .  I serve the Diplomatic Community in Kuwait City, Al 
Jabar Air Base (Navy Chaplains have the lead, but no Catholic priest), and Father Adam Ahern is at Camp Arifjan. I can 
ask Father Adam about Camp Arifjan’s needs. Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity. Happy (early) 
birthday to our Blessed Mother. --Father David  
 
Praise the Lord! The box filled with your rosaries has arrived. I will begin distributing them at Masses here at Ali Al Salem 
and Al Jaber Air Base. The Marines at Al Jaber already have a weekly recitation if the rosary. I will bring some with me 
(tomorrow) when I am in Kuwait City to share at the Mass I offer for the US diplomatic community. They have a scheduled 
rosary before Mass, during the month of October. God bless you and your Prayer Warriors. Vivat Jesus, --Father David 
 
Yes, we could use any and all the colors you make and the freebies sounds great.  Thank you very much for this 
wonderful ministry. I will pray a rosary for you, God bless.  --Fr. Adam 
 
Emails from Other Bases around the World 
I am a Chaplain with the U.S. Army currently deployed. I have had several of my Soldiers ask about rosaries and wanted 
to reach out to you to see if we could possibly have some sent to our location.  .  . Thank you for getting back with me.  If 
we could have 30 of the brown and green would be great.  Thank you for your continued ministry to our deployed 
Soldiers. May God bless you greatly.  --CH (MAJ) Robert Welty, TF Chesapeake (58th EMIB), Bagram Airfield, AFG 
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I’ve been meaning to send you a note of thanks for months now! Things have been very busy here. Each time I look down 
at your business card on my desk, I say a word of thanks for you and the volunteers who have made the Ranger Rosaries 
that have been sent. Although I am a Protestant Chaplain, it is an honor to be able to serve our personnel with these 
iconic items that draw many closer to Christ our Savior.  .  . We have a high turnover of personnel coming through our 
building here (I’m embedded in the Unit not at the base chapel). Again, thanks for sending these and blessing our 
personnel here. --Matt Henry, Chaplain, Captain, USAF, 694 ISRG/ART, Osan AB, Republic of Korea 
 
 I am currently deployed. The rosaries you all sent are very much appreciated.  Again, thank you for the generosity!  
--John Mabus, LCDR, CHC, USN, 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit Command Chaplain, Bataan, Philippines 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Specials (OloLs) Popular with Medical Units, VA Facilities, and Military Hospitals 
 I was referred to your organization for receiving rosaries. I am stationed at the Naval Hospital onboard NAS JAX and 
have come past sailors, patients and civilian personnel who have asked about rosaries. Is there any chance we may 
receive some to pass out amongst individuals that are here at the hospital? .  .  .  I would love the blue and gray. Could we 
start off with 50 rosaries with devotional materials and prayer cards per month?  Also, can I get the OLoL specials?- 
--P2 Dawaylon J Farr., Pastoral Care LPO, Jacksonville Naval Hospital Jacksonville. FL 
 
My soldiers love your rosaries. I took a bunch to the field and gave them out to units from across the country. For right 
now, we are still quite well stocked.  I will be in contact when that changes!  You all are wonderful!  Be Well and Blessed.  
--CH (CPT) David Pyle, Hospital Chaplain 865th Combat Support Hospital, Elihu Root Army Reserve Center, Utica, NY 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord!  I am a chaplain serving at the Walla Walla VA Medical Center.  I am wondering if you 
are able to send me about 100 rosaries for our Veterans here.  God bless you. . . Outstanding!  An assortment of 150 
would be great.  If you could make half black and green Rangers and half OLoLs, that would be terrific.  As a former Army 
Chaplain, I know the guys and gals really appreciate your rosaries. Thank you!  God bless you richly! --Troy D. Parson, D. 
Min, BCC, Staff Chaplain, Jonathan M. Wainwright Memorial VAMC, Walla Walla, WA   
 
We could use another 100-200 OLOL rosaries if you have them. Although the chapels have been closed, I gave almost all 
of the last ones I received to one of the priests who was seeing military families at their homes. God bless him! .  .  .  
Tripler [Medical Center] goes through a lot so if we could have 500 assorted that would be great.  The Our Lady of 
Lourdes one is very well received and is always the first one we run out of.  I found out today that not only does the priest 
at Tripler use them for Mass and patients, but they also have them available at the family chapel resource center where 
people go for counseling.  So if we could have another 300 sent next month that would help backfill what we are already 
low on. –Tracey Harger, USAG Hawaii Catholic Community Coordinator at Schofield Barracks and Aliamanu Military 
Reservation (AMR) Chapel, HI   
 
Selected Emails from New York Guard Units on COVID-19 Duty in NYC [To whom we sent 1000+ rosaries] 
With the COVID response that we have been doing the OLoLs would be helpful. [We sent a mix of Army colors and 
OLoLs to all units.] --SSgt Scott Button, 174th ATKW/HC, Syracuse, NY  
 
I am the 369th Special Troops Battalion Chaplain from Harlem New York. Would you be able to send 100 rosaries for my 
service members? .  .  . Thank you for all that you do to facilitate the spiritual needs of our catholic service members. We 
certainly value your prayers. -- Alex Oommen, Chaplain (1LT), NYARNG, ordering for the Operation COVID-19, TF-369 
Religious Support Team, Harlem Armory, New York, NY 
 
I’m writing to request Rosary Beads for our Catholic Service Members currently in the NYC area.  .  .  Hi, just wanted to 
inform you that I received the rosary beads. Thank you so much for your assistance. God bless you. Stay healthy and 
remain safe. --WO1 Stephen R. Johnson, Chief Religious Affairs Specialist, Office of the Chief of Chaplains, 
Headquarters, New York Guard Camp Smith Training Site, Cortlandt Manor, N.Y  
  
I am currently on mission here in NYC providing support for our soldiers.  I was informed by my chain of command that 
you are donating Ranger Rosaries. I, for one, would greatly appreciate getting one and I am sure my fellow soldiers would 
as well.  We have 200-300 soldiers in our area of operation at this time. So whatever you can spare would be greatly 
appreciated.-- Cpl, David A. Carr, HHC 2-108 Inf NYANG Unit Ministry Team, Bronx, NY 
 
Selected Emails from Other National Guard Units and Military Bases around the Country: 
It has been a blessing to find out that for many years you have been involved in ministering to our Service Members. 
Chaplain Clark shared with me that he has been receiving your support for more than 10 years, and that over the last 
couple of years all of Joint Base Lewis-McChord has enjoyed that same support. Simply put; we never know from moment 
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to moment who is in need of spiritual support, and our Service Members are blessed by every piece of support that we 
can put into their hands. Our Service Members spend much of their time in a field environment or on deployment. It is 
every Chaplain's blessing to be able to provide them a Bible, a kind word, and - on occasion - a small gift that keeps them 
connected to their faith. As with all military folks, Chaplain Clark will be moving--to the East coast in July--but that doesn't 
mean that Joint Base Lewis McChord could not use more Rosaries in the future. We are the 3rd largest post in the Army 
right now and that means that we have tens of thousands of Soldiers, Airmen, DoD Civilians, Retirees, and others who 
would appreciate the gift that a Rosary can be for them. Again, thank you so much for your support. --David L. Shoffner, 
Chaplain (Colonel), Joint Base Garrison Chaplain, Religious Support Office, JBLM, WA  
 
I am a chaplain serving at Fort Irwin, CA. We train units to deploy every month. I've had a big request for rosaries and was 
hoping you would be able to help me and the Catholic soldiers I serve. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful 
consideration! I believe black or olive drab green would be best. I know the soldiers will be greatly blessed by your 
ministry.-- CH (1LT )Aaron J. Fabian, USA, 1st Squadron,11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Ft. Irwin, CA 

 
Thank you so much! You are a blessing to many!   .  .  The OLoLs are a great suggestion. I do have a small number of 
medical personnel in my care who I am sure would be thankful. --CH (CPT) Stephen Koehn, Battalion Chaplain, Task 
Force Marshall, Camp McCrady, Eastover, SC  
 
Camp Pendleton passed on your voicemail message.  Yes, I'm still ministering at Camp Pendleton [as a contract priest].  
Please thank all of the volunteers who have supported the spiritual needs of the student Marines at the School of Infantry 
- West!  .  .  .  Thank you for the update on your ministry, and for the websites for furthering ordering. Blessings to all of 
you for your ministry! --Fr. Jack Sewell, Contract Priest, Camp Pendleton, CA 
 
I am Anglican priest serving as supervisory chaplain to a lot of Catholic and Anglican Soldiers. My Soldiers need some 
more rosaries. If it is possible, 200 of the Army mix would be great, but you can send whatever colors you have.  We are 
not picky. I am appreciative for what you are doing for my Soldiers --CH (MAJ) Javon Seaborn, US Army, Vero Beach FL  
  
Thank you for answering my question about the blessings [We have all our rosaries blessed before sending.] I plan on 
having a mobile rosary kit to carry with me for soldiers (complete with Our Lady of Czestochowa icon) so I am very excited 
for all that you offer. God Bless --SPC John Zachary Mateja, Religious Affairs Specialist 628th ASB, Annville, PA 

 
I am a Catholic Deacon at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, West Sacramento, CA. You might say I was drafted into 
the Cal Guard. I gave a homily at Mass after which I was approached by a National Guard Major who advised that the 
California National Guard was in desperate need of Catholic Chaplains. I told him that, because I am a Deacon, I cannot 
be a Chaplain. That position is reserved only for Priests. He then suggested that I consider becoming a Religious Affairs 
NCO, a position that used to be called "Chaplains Assistant." I am 68 years old!  He said that did not matter with the State 
Guard, so I enlisted. Currently there is only one Catholic Priest serving in the California National Guard and he is assigned 
to Southern California. There are priests of the Sacramento Diocese who assist at local bases but they are not in the 
military. That is why I am assigned to a Lutheran Chaplain. I am hoping my presence will mean something. As a Religious 
Affairs NCO I do not function as a Deacon as the position is actually non-sectarian because we serve all denominations 
whether Christian or not. It is challenging but worthwhile. I am a convert, having been raised Southern Baptist. I am 
grateful for the path God has chosen for me. Blessings to you and all who support your ministry. It is so important. 
--Deacon David Campbell, SFC (CA) Religious Affairs NCO, CA State Guard 
 
I am a chaplain serving 1184th Deployment and Distribution Support Battalion. We are scheduled to be deployed in March 
of 2020.  I am in the process of preparing materials to provide spiritual support for the Soldiers. I would like to know if I 
can order about 200 Rosaries for our unit and other units as well.  .  .  .Can I get 75 Brown, 75 green camos, 50 black and 
green rangers? Thank you so much for your kind support and service.CH (CPT) Jung K. Lee, 1184th DDSB, Mobile, AL  
 
I am currently deployed. Below is my mailing address here in Iraq. Thank you for providing rosaries to deployed 
personnel. .  .  . I am writing again to say, "Thank you"! I have returned to Fort Campbell now, and our Soldiers are 
returning weekly. I hope to send a certificate of appreciation once our command team returns. Again, thank you for the 
Combat Rosaries and supporting the Soldiers of the 506th Infantry!  -- Chaplain (CPT) Joseph C. Lively, 1-506 IN, “Red 
Currahee” Ft. Campbell, KY 
  
I'm so happy for your support! I want 100 rosaries, I prefer uniform colors (brown, green, black). Thank you for your 
support always!  --Juan A. Rios Santos, SSG Religious Affairs NCO, Strong Bonds Manager,1st Mission Support 
Command, Caguas, PR  
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Good to hear from you! Yes, I could use a few more cases, if possible 1/3 Black, 1/3 Blue, 1/3 Brown if that works for you. 
Plz send me a sample of the prayer materials. --SFC Daniel J Daggett, 3-116 Chaplain Assistant, Imbler, OR  
 
This is the Religious Affairs Specialist at 9th POB at Fort Bragg. We would like to order 200 of the green and black 
rosaries for our organization.  .  .  Fort Bragg is a big place. If you're having trouble with the base address, you can send it 
to my home address. Thank you for all your help and providing the rosaries --PFC Noah A Smith, Religious Affairs 
Specialist, Fort Bragg, NC 
 
I am a Religious Affairs Specialist emailing you on behalf of my chaplain. We were excited to hear about this ministry! 
We're hoping to get about 200 rosaries for our unit. Is there anything you need from us to formally make the request?  
 --SPC Michael Poole, 157th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, Battalion UMT, Horsham, PA 
 
Aloha, We would like to request 200 rosaries for our Hawaii Army National Guard Service Members. I was given your 
information as a great resource to order rosaries. If 200 rosaries is too much to give at this time, then whatever you can 
supply would be appreciated.  .  .  Our Soldiers would be blessed to have whatever color combos you have available now. 
Thank you. We look forward to receiving your rosaries to encourage our Service Members. Mahalo & Aloha.--SFC Shane 
Teixeira, Hawaii Army National Guard 
 
More Emails from Tracey Harger, Hawaii Catholic Community Coordinator at Schofield Barracks and AMR Chapel, 
Honolulu, HI, and Ok Cashdollar, Liturgy Coordinator at Pearl Harbor/Hickam AFB.   
Father would like to honor the veterans in November [2019]. I grossly miscalculated how many we will need. For the two 
chapels [St Elizabeth and Holy Family Church], we probably need around 500-600 rosaries. The congregations are bigger 
than I anticipated. Is that possible?  A mix of all the colors would be a blessing. What do you think?  I could borrow some 
from Schofield, if needed. Aloha!  --Tracey  
 
The MCCW would love 300 rosaries for their 2020 Forum. [The Military Council of Catholic Women is an organization that 
seeks to enhance the religious support mission of military chapels]. It is going to be in San Antonio during Fiesta, a 
brightly colored event, so if you would like to do an assortment of bright color that would be great, or they would take the 
one that Ok Cashdollar designed with the sky blue and white beads [as an alternative AF color comb. We agreed to send 
300 “Alohas” aka “blue skies & white clouds” for the Forum.] God bless you and this beautiful ministry!!! .  .  .  The MCCW 
Forum is in three weeks [but, due to COVID, it has now been postponed until November 2020] so the attendees haven’t 
seen your rosaries yet. I’ll share the feedback as soon as I hear from them. I believe they acknowledged you in the 
program so I’ll get one and send it to you!  Mahalo and love and blessings. --Tracey 
 
We are here until the end of September. I will be so sad to leave but we’ve found a great home in NY to move to that is 15 
minutes away from the church I grew up in!  Before leaving, I would like to set St Elizabeth and Holy Family up for 
Veterans Day again this year. Would it be possible to get 200 Blue Navy Rosaries, 200 of the lighter blue Air Force, and 
then 250 mix of brown and black for the Army and Marines?  They would go to both veterans and active duty as both 
churches actually have many military members. The chapels will open in the next few weeks.  I’ll see how their supplies 
are. I believe they have a contract open for a coordinator position for the Army side of things.  Once I find out who gets 
awarded the contract, I’ll get you their number and email. I imagine it should be soon! God bless for all you do! --Tracey  
  
I would love maybe four bundles of the aloha sky!  Two for each chapel!  I’ll write more when we return. We are heading 
to Molokai with our new priest! Thank you for everything.  .  .  Aloha! Yes, they can use all of them!!!  We are also running 
low of the Navy ones at AMR. But no rush, Father Hank is the priest there now. Father Joe is at Fort Belvoir. Do you send 
them there?  -- Tracey  

Aloha! Yes, we can use more rosaries for our JBPHH Chapels. There are NO CHANGES from base leadership on 
reopening the Chapel, but we are preparing and getting ready to celebrate and resume Mass.  All colors are good.  You 
all are under protection of Our Lady. Thank you! –Ok Cashdollar 

 
Thank you for your Support of our Ranger Rosary Ministry 

At the Church of the Resurrection! 
Please pray for our troops and the chaplains who serve them. 


