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Church of the Resurrection 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

November 4, 2019 

 

In Attendance:  

Msgr. John Dietzenbach, Fr. Ray Martin, Thomas Brandt, Laura Glaudemans, Roy Harris, Gina Maclean, 

Jeananne Sciabarra, Mathilda Fienkeng, Lorraine Miano-Fike, Faith Fiocco, Mary Reif, Debby Jolissaint, Mary 

Ann Dunlay (Fellowship), Barbara Watson (Social Justice), Kersten Reyes (RSPS Rep) 

Guests: Diane Gibbons Lesko, Colleen Guler 

1. Call to Order: Church of the Resurrection President, Laura Glaudemans, called the meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m., and Faith offered the opening prayer.   

 

Mary Ann announced that Mimi Arsenault has agreed to be the next Fellowship Chair; Fellowship is again 

hosting a reception after Thanksgiving Mass. Mary Ann circulated a sign-up sheet. 

Laura noted that the minutes are not up to date on the website. Jeananne and Mathilda will get them 

updated. 

 

2. Roll Call/Quorum: Recording Secretary, Jeananne Sciabarra, determined that a quorum was present. 

 

3.  Minutes: The October minutes were approved.  

 

4. Committee/Organization updates: Social Justice Sustainability Subcommittee: Barbara Watson read the 

recommendation of the Sustainability Subcommittee to the Pastoral Council: 

 

In his 2015 Papal Encyclical, Laudato Si’, Pope Francis calls all of us, as individuals and as 

members of faith communities, to “protect our common home” and to recognize that “the 

deterioration of the environment and of society affects the most vulnerable people on the 

planet.” 

 

The Social Justice Committee believes that our parish has an obligation to balance stewardship 

of our financial resources with intentional practices to reduce our impact on our common home. 

The committee recommends that the Pastoral Council set the following goals for the 2019-2020 

year: 

• With the assistance of the Sustainability Subcommittee, perform an assessment of the 

current sustainability practices and performance of the parish and school in order to set short- 

and long-term goals to reduce the parish’s carbon footprint. 

• In planning for the church renovations, ensure that options that could reduce the parish’s 

carbon footprint are carefully considered, even if those options are more costly in the short-term. 
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The subcommittee would assess what we are currently doing, look at what other parishes are doing, and set 

short- and long-term goals. Barbara described the things that impact carbon footprint – energy usage, trash, 

recycling, etc. There are diocesan resources as well as resources available on-line to help with the 

assessment. Kersten noted that the school is a Maryland Green School, so we should investigate the work 

that was done for that effort. Fr. Ray asked if the architect and others involved in the design of the new 

space have experience with sustainability. Barbara said that when she was interviewed about the project a 

few years ago they seemed open to it, but not necessarily experts. Colleen noted that many parishes are 

going through this process. Jeananne passed out “10 Ways Your Parish Can Make a Difference” from the 

Catholic Climate Covenant. Goal would be to have the assessment done by the May meeting. Laura made a 

motion to accept the committee’s recommendation to perform the assessment. Fr. John suggested removing 

the last phrase of the 2nd bullet, “even if those options are most costly in the short-term.” With that change, 

the motion was approved. 

 

Fr. John said that the architect will be told that we are looking for energy savings and reduced carbon 

footprint. Fr. John suggested that a member of the Sustainability Committee sit on the building committee 

and provide updates to the council.  

 

5. Pastor’s report:  

 

a. Stewardship drive started. Annual report went to the printer to be sent before Thanksgiving. The 

members present agreed to increase their contributions. Laura will reach out to the members who 

were absent. 

b. Building update: moratorium lifted; received letter that conditional use permit was received. Will 

automatically go to review board. 

 

6. President’s Report: 

 

a. Follow-up on presentation from October meeting regarding LGBTQ support group – Fr. John asked 

Sue Robison to recommend a facilitator, and she will get back to him; she suggested that someone 

could facilitate five or six sessions; Diane also has a facilitator in mind; facilitator should be aware 

of Catholic teaching and have a pastoral approach; Lorraine noted that we need to inform the parish 

about what it is we are doing and supporting - creating a forum, as we are called to do, to invite 

people to have a relationship with Jesus; concerns expressed about how to handle children and teens 

who would like to participate; Diane is going to a meeting on 11/5 at St. Matthew’s in Baltimore; 

Gina made a motion to approve the formation of a support group to aid and facilitate the pastoral 

care of LGBTQ people and their families within the context of the Catholic tradition. The council 

voted on the motion, with 6 in favor and 3 abstaining. Will be on the agenda in January. 

b. As the council discussed at the October meeting, Laura sent thank you notes and restaurant gift cards 

to Cindy and Tara to thank them for all of the work they’ve done over the years for the Fall Fest. 

c. Goals for the year –  

i. The council had another discussion about volunteer recruitment. Lorraine suggested that the 

pastoral council have a goal of each bringing at least one new person into a volunteer 

position. Coffee and Donuts – have pastoral council member at each? Lorraine suggested 

creating a video with short snippets about each ministry that can be shown at various events; 
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it was noted that there is a video already, but that it needs to be updated; the importance of 

personal invitations was also noted. 

d. Revisions to the bylaws – will discuss at a future meeting 

 

Lorraine put together the pastoral council contribution to the Bag Bingo. Members who have not yet 

contributed should contact Lorraine.  

 

Kersten announced Breakfast with Santa on December 7. 

 

7. Adjournment and Prayer – Fr. Ray offered the closing prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jeananne Sciabarra       

      

Next regular meeting—December 2nd 6:30 p.m. (Home of Faith Fiocco)  
Opening prayer for December—L. Glaudemans  

 


