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Church of the Resurrection 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2020 

 

In Attendance:  

Msgr. John Dietzenbach, Laura Glaudemans, Roy Harris, Gina Maclean, Jeananne Sciabarra, Mathilda 

Fienkeng, Thomas Brandt, Ted Rieve, Debby Jolissaint, Mary Ann Dunlay (Fellowship), Barbara Watson 

(Social Justice), Kersten Reyes (RSPS Rep), Diane Gibbons Lesko, Mimi Arsenault, Rosanna Rensberger 

(RSPS Principal) 

1. Call to Order: Pastoral Council President, Laura Glaudemans, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and 

Roy offered the opening prayer.   

 

2. Roll Call/Quorum: Recording Secretary, Jeananne Sciabarra, determined that a quorum was present. 

 

3.  Minutes: The December minutes were approved.  

 

4. Pastor’s report:  

 

a. Christmas went very smoothly. Fr. John thanked everyone for their efforts. Christmas collection is 

down, but more money is likely to come in. On track for a balanced budget. Fr. Tyler left for France 

and Spain. Fr. John leaves on January 21.  

b. Cold Weather Shelter is being hosted at St. Paul this week with some volunteer support from 

Resurrection. 

c. John Angotti coming January 17 at 7:30 (tickets say 7:00). Fr. John encouraged everyone to attend. 

Roy noted there will be a liturgy workshop from 9-12. 

 

5. Committee/Organizational Update: Social Justice Committee Report – Barbara Watson. Barbara distributed 

a pamphlet that she put together that summarizes the Social Justice activities and described each: 

a. Howard County: 

i. Bridges to Housing Stability – we help with fundraising, particularly the annual Chili 

Cookoff. No longer doing a pre-chili cookoff. This year’s county-wide cookoff will be on 

March 29, 12:30 p.m., at Dar Al-Taqwa Mosque on Rt. 108.  

ii. Cold Weather Shelter – hosted at St. Paul’s with Resurrection volunteer assistance. 

iii. Gabriel Network – support through poor boxes. Fr. John noted that next Tuesday there will 

be a joint St. Paul/Resurrection staff meeting to present on the resources available to women 

in crisis pregnancies. 

iv. Project Rachel – support for women who have had abortions.  

v. Hot Meals for Homeless – Day Resource Center on 3rd Wednesday of every month. 

Opportunities to cook, serve, and interact with the center’s clients.  

b. Baltimore: 

i. Adopt-A-Family – moved from donation of food and gifts to gift cards to enable the families 

to do their own purchasing. Very well received. $58,000 raised last year; $51,000 this year. 

ii. Advent Collections continue. 
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iii. Happy Helpers for the Homeless – 3rd Sunday of each month. Good opportunity for service 

hours. They also receive some Souper Bowl Sunday funds.  

iv. Our Daily Bread – make casseroles and serve every month. 

v. Prison Ministry - Peggy Gessler is now leading this effort. Speaker coming this spring. 

vi. Respect Life – Two 40 Days for Life Campaigns annually. Ted noted that he organizes the 

Knights for weekly support. West Baltimore Pregnancy Choices supported through Poor 

Box. 

vii. Maryland Catholic Conference – January 15th at St. Louis at 7:00 p.m., the new leader of 

MCC will be speaking. No longer doing Lobby Night, looking for different ways to engage. 

c. Around the World: 

i. CRS Rice Bowl – collections continue to decline. 

ii. San Bartolo – we continue to support this sister parish, our longest-running partnership. Gina 

noted that Rudy, the principal of the school, came for a short visit on New Year’s Day.  

iii. St. Mary’s of Aboud – pastor has changed and there have been some barriers, but still 

providing financial support. Sold Christmas cards like we have done for San Bartolo. 

iv. SSSMILE Village in India – supporting building senior housing. Indian dinner will continue 

on Saturday after Easter.  

d. Within the Parish: 

i. Food Pantry for local residents distributed by St. Vincent de Paul. Gina noted that her field 

hockey program provided many donations recently.  

ii. Lending Library – open after all masses. Self-serve books, DVDs, children’s books on a wide 

variety of topics. 

iii. Presentations/Discussions throughout the year via A GIFT. January 26, 6:30 p.m., Grassroots 

will present on homelessness in Howard County. The committee also publishes regular 

newsletters in bulletin on social justice topics. 

iv. St. Vincent de Paul – will be combined with St. Paul’s. Fr. John noted that St. Paul’s 

conference isn’t as active and both parishes have to pay fees, so they are combining.  

v. Sustainability Committee – planning for parish assessment. 

vi. Used Book Sale – great community event, proceeds are generally divided between a local 

and an international charity. 

 

Fr. John suggested a few changes to the brochure and asked that it be put into the bulletin. Roy 

suggested it also be put on the website. 

 

Mary Ann (Fellowship) – has started transitioning leadership to Mimi Arsenault. Hope to fully transition 

by the spring. Not doing Food for the Soul dinner this month due to lack of resources, including 

volunteers. This is only a brief hiatus. Will regroup and plan for the future.  

 

6. President’s Report: 

 

a. The council discussed doing a day of service in late winter/early spring. Jeananne suggested 

volunteering at the Day Resource Center. The following Saturdays were suggested: February 29, 

April 11 (Holy Saturday), April 25, May 30. Jeananne will find out if any are available and report 

back. 

b. March 24 joint meeting with St. Paul’s – RSPS and religious education update. Meeting will be at St. 

Paul’s. 

c. Building Update – Laura noted that the executive committee felt that parishioners would like more 

frequent building updates. Fr. John will note again that we are waiting on action by the county.  
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d. Bylaws – The council will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 2/17 to review the bylaws. Members can send 

comments to Gina in advance.  

e. Christmas/Advent – lay reflections were great. Gina noted how nice the welcome message at the 

beginning of mass was. Diane asked if anyone present would like to do a lay reflection next time 

they are done. Liturgy committee and Fr. John will discuss when/how next round of lay reflections 

will be done. 

f. Communications/Distribution List – Jeananne suggested that the council create a google group email 

distribution list for council communications. Fr. John said that FlockNotes may have this capability. 

Jeananne will reach out to Stephen to investigate. 

g. Pastoral Council Elections – Scheduled for April 25/26. At the February meeting, we will establish 

the committee to handle elections. 

h. Follow-up on discussion regarding a support group for LGBTQ individuals and their families - 

Diane Gibbons Lesko - Diane attended November 5 meeting in Baltimore with representatives from 

10 parishes. Three have active ministries and seven are considering starting one. Noted importance 

of allowing people to share their stories. Diane and Peggy met with parish staff on December 6. The 

initial meeting is January 16 at 7:30 p.m. in the hall. Dr. Jill Snodgrass from Loyola University will 

facilitate this first meeting. Fr. John spoke with Dr. Snodgrass in preparation. She is working on a 

questionnaire to get feedback on what people would like to see happen. At the Social Ministry 

Convocation, the parishes that have or are establishing ministries will present.  

i. Miscellaneous – need to send reminders that committee reports are due on the 20th of each month. 

Laura will reach out to Mary to ask her to do so. 

7. Adjournment and Prayer – Fr. John offered the closing prayer and the council adjourned.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Jeananne Sciabarra       

      

Next regular meeting—February 17th at 7:00 p.m. (Come at 6:00 to be part of bylaws discussion.) 
Opening prayer for February — Debby Jolissaint 

 


