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Church of the Resurrection 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

October 7, 2019 

 

In Attendance:  

Msgr. John Dietzenbach, Thomas Brandt, Laura Glaudemans, Roy Harris, Gina Maclean, Ted Rieve, Jeananne 

Sciabarra, Mathilda Fienkeng, Lorraine Miano-Fike, Faith Fiocco, Mary Reif, Debby Jolissaint, Mary Ann 

Dunlay (Fellowship), Barbara Watson (Social Justice), Kersten Reyes (RSPS Rep) 

Guests: Diane Gibbons Lesko, Leslie Nudelman, Linda Howard, Peggy Gessler, Kay Aloi 

1. Call to Order: Church of the Resurrection President, Laura Glaudemans, called the meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m., and Mathilda offered the opening prayer.   

 

2. Roll Call/Quorum: Recording Secretary, Jeananne Sciabarra, determined that a quorum was present. 

 

3.  Minutes: The September minutes were approved with one change – adding Chris Childres from St. Paul’s 

to the attendee list.  

 

4. “A Place at the Table” – Diane Gibbons Lesko shared her experience with a transgender family member. 

She noted that there are several churches in Baltimore with ministries to LGBTQ individuals, but none in 

Howard County. Diane would like Church of the Resurrection to begin a ministry. At St. Matthew’s in 

Baltimore, the pastor invited parishioners to meet and the group decided on a name and a mission. They put 

an invitation in the bulletin and approached each of the ministries in the parish to introduce themselves. 

Questions: Would part of the ministry be to include people who have family members who identify as 

LGBTQ? Yes, depending upon the response to the invitation. Will Diane be the one to take the lead on this? 

Yes, in consultation with a group who have been discussing the topic. Diane passed out the USCCB 

statement on LGBTQ individuals and copies of Fr. James Martin’s Building a Bridge. Suggestion that Sue 

Robison be asked to facilitate. Laura asked Pastoral Council members to read the materials shared so we can 

discuss and vote at the November meeting. 

 

5. Pastor’s report:  

 

a. At Liturgy meeting discussed doing more lay reflections during Advent. Send names of potential 

people to Diane and Peggy. 

b. Thanked the council for hosting St. Paul’s in September.  

c. Considering doing a parish directory; met with LifeTouch; everyone who sits for a picture gets an y 

8x10, if you get at least 25 families to sit for a picture they will redo the whole book every year for 4 

years; we would also get an electronic version, which can be put into the parish tracking software; 

Mary Ann and Gina noted that the last time participation was low; also expressed concern with 

electronic availability; St. Paul’s did a directory a year or so ago, we may want to discuss with them; 
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would have to find a volunteer to coordinate; suggested doing a parish survey to determine interest; 

Faith will find out if the school has a Survey Monkey account. 

d. Went to a meeting recently about flooding in Valley Meade, including the flooding on Chatham 

Road. Pipes not big enough under Chatham; proposal to replace the pipe under our driveway, to be 

paid for by the county; but potential to flood elsewhere on our property; Fr. John would like letter 

from County assuring that if any of our buildings flood they will be responsible for repairs; timeline 

would be over next 2 years. 

e. Stewardship drive for the first time in 3 years, for general operating fund; first two weekends of 

November; collections are down 3% from budget – EFT is on budget, loose collections are down; 

Gina suggested noting that contributions from an IRA for those 70 ½ and older are not taxed. 

f. Tying year-end statement to Stewardship drive to save on postage; year-end statement will highlight 

Vision 2020; 2 ½ years into 5 year campaign; pledges were $5.1 million; at almost $3.5 million 

collected; will do mini-campaign to those who have not given and to new parishioners; have held off 

on meetings with architect because of the delay getting conditional use plan. 

g. Rolling out new web page next weekend - resurrectionmd.org; will not be changing email addresses. 

h. Hired part-time maintenance person, Casey Fitzpatrick; just finishing reference checks. 

 

6. President’s Report: 

 

a. Fall Festival – Laura thanked everyone for helping. 

b. Bag Bingo – need donations from Pastoral Council; Lorraine will coordinate and take donations at 

the November meeting; the group chose a wine theme for the basket. 

c. November Meeting – The Sustainability of the Social Justice Committee will present. 

d. December meeting – social at Faith’s, no committee presentations. 

e. Goals for the year –  

i. Laura - Making sure parishioners know all of our social media outlets to follow, and maybe 

some short videos to “promote” things that are going on, perhaps by Fr. Tyler or another of 

the priests/deacons; maybe expand to more of the parish. 

ii. Lorraine - Look at how we invite people and how we help members grow in their faith; 

monthly “did you know” corner in the bulletin – examples: “evolution and creation are not 

mutually exclusive;” Youth who socialize at church stay in the church; what is a pastorate? 

iii. Jeananne – The Social Justice Committee voted to recommend that the pastoral council make 

specific steps toward sustainability a goal for the next year. 

7. Fellowship Report – Mary Ann Dunlay 

a. Looking for new Fellowship Chair when Mary Ann steps down in June 2020. 

b. Biggest challenge currently is recruiting for new Fish Friday coordinator; Mary Ann thought she had 

two people who would do it together, but they have decided to decline; this is a big concern as 

coordination needs to begin in early January. 

c. See attached report for more details. 

 

8. Adjournment and Prayer – Msgr. John offered the closing prayer 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jeananne Sciabarra       

      

Resurrection next regular meeting – November 4, 2019 at 7pm 
Opening prayer for October – Faith Fiocco 


